MERS-CoV in the Middle East {#cesec10}
===========================

The National International Health Regulations Focal Point (NIHRFP) of Saudi Arabia notified WHO of 12 cases (nine men; median age 54 years, range 17--75) of infection with the Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus ([MERS-CoV](http://www.who.int/csr/don/03-november-2014-mers/en/){#interrefs10}) between Oct 18 and Oct 26. These individuals are from Riyadh, Madinah, Skaka, and Taif. Ten patients are Saudi nationals, ten have at least one comorbidity, and eight had been in contact with individuals with laboratory-confirmed MERS-CoV. Two of the patients live in areas with a dense camel population, but none of the 12 cases has a history of contact with camels or their raw products. Two people travelled outside of the cities in which they live. Five of 12 individuals have died.

On Oct 12 and Oct 23, the NIHRFP of [Qatar](http://www.who.int/csr/don/31-october-2014-mers/en/){#interrefs20} notified WHO of its first two cases of MERS-CoV in 2014. Both individuals are from Doha. The first case is a 71-year-old man with comorbidities. He owns a camel barn and is known to have consumed raw camel milk. This individual is in a critical condition The second case is a 43-year-old man who often visited a camel barn in the 14 days before the onset of symptoms. He did not present with any comorbidities and is in a stable condition.

Influenza A H7N9 in China {#cesec20}
=========================

Hong Kong\'s Department of Health has begun close monitoring of a case of avian [influenza A H7N9](http://www.promedmail.org/direct.php?id=2926331){#interrefs30}. Before the onset of symptoms, the 58-year-old woman bought and slaughtered a chicken from a market. She is receiving treatment in hospital and is in a critical condition. So far, 441 cases of avian influenza A H7N9 have been confirmed in mainland China---in Zhejiang, Guangdong, Jiangsu, Shanghai, Hunan, Fujian, Anhui, Jiangxi, Beijing, Shandong, Henan, Guangxi, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, Jilin, Guizhou, and Hebei.

Ebola so far {#cesec30}
============

A 2-year-old girl from Mali presumed to have been infected with the [Ebola virus in Beuila, Guinea](http://www.who.int/csr/don/31-october-2014-ebola/en/){#interrefs40}, on Oct 19, died on Oct 24. Infection with the virus was confirmed by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. So far, 85 contacts have been identified and are being followed up.

13 567 cases of confirmed, probable, or suspected Ebola, including 4951 deaths, have been reported in [eight affected countries](http://www.promedmail.org/direct.php?id=2922141){#interrefs50}---Guinea, Liberia, Mali, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Senegal, Spain, and the USA---up to Oct 29. The 83 contacts of a health-care worker infected in Spain have completed the 21-day follow-up.
